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calling at the palace and to say incidentally that he had seen me read
a letter which quite spoilt my appetite; -that he had asked whether
I had had bad news and that I had answered:
" Not bad for me but bad for my good friend, the King/'
All this he did. The King had said:
" The Europeans declare that if I refuse the Protectorate the British
flag will be hoisted."
The doctor replied: " I don't know about that, but you may depend
upon it that, from Mr. Thomson's behaviour, it is plain that he has
some secret orders and that he is only keeping them back out of
consideration for your feelings. Whatever happens, you must never
quarrel with him. It is very lucky that the British have sent a good
friend to Tonga instead of a stranger."
Meanwhile I wrote a letter that must have stirred up the King con-
siderably. I said that evidently he alone was opposing the treaty; that
it was a poor requital for the forbearance of England and that I was
pained, not with him, but with myself for having come to Tonga;
that since my arrival there had been nothing but distrust, whereas I
had left the country with their full confidence. It was a different
Tonga from the Tonga I had known.
This letter was answered, in less than an hour, by a letter of passion-
ate apology. Was this, he wrote, what I called friendship, to fall out
with a friend as soon as he said anything with which I disagreed? I
had asked him for his opinion and he had given it. Would I forgive
him and show it by coming to see him at ten next day?
I showed this to the doctor, who at once said, " Now you've got
him."
At ten next morning I found the King waiting for me in his
reception-room. I took his great paw in both mine, and he was soon
laughing like a great schoolboy and proposed an adjournment to the
church, where there could be no eavesdropping.
In the church we were fairly safe. We sat side by side on the two
thrones on the dais; after a long talk the King asked me point-blank
what my secret orders were. I told him that there were some things
that I was not allowed to divulge to any one. I said, " Tubou, neither
you nor I can stop this Protectorate. It has been decided upon/*
I went on to say that it was evidently to his interests to keep in with
England; that, if any evil came from without his kingdom or from